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Dear Secretary of State, 

 

We call on the Government to align itself with the nature-loving majority in Britain and grasp the 

opportunity to tackle the nature crisis, seizing a path that voters support which strengthens the economy 

and our communities.  

 

There has been a conspiracy of silence for decades around the true cost of Britain’s rapidly declining 

biodiversity, as major political parties have failed to confront the consequences of the ecosystems we 

depend on collapsing around us. 

 

This Government was elected on a manifesto commitment to reverse this trend. The early goodwill this 

engendered was quickly undermined by attempts to weaken environmental protections and the 

adoption of an approach to politics that treats nature as an obstacle to progress, rather than a measure 

of it.  

 

This is despite the absence of any credible evidence that environmental protections are holding back 

growth, housing or infrastructure - rather than developer incompetence, market dynamics and 

profiteering. This risks damaging Labour’s trust with a public that consistently shows it wants more, not 

less, protections for nature. 

 

The recent decision to scrap the most damaging nature elements of the Nuclear Regulatory Review 

presents an opportunity for a reset. This is a moment for the Government to commit to not crossing Red 

Lines for Nature: 

 

• No further weakening of environmental protections. 

• No funding cuts to environmental bodies. 

• No more collapsing biodiversity: achieved through fully funded nature rescue plans to meet 

recovery targets, including increased support for nature-friendly farming and private sector 

nature markets. 

 

Investing in nature recovery would deliver real benefits - creating high-skilled, well-paid jobs while 

improving public health and access to green space. 

 

The stakes of failing to break with the status quo are stark. Our rivers are polluted, our meadows and 

hedgerows are in decline, dozens of species are on the brink and our ancient woodlands are under 

growing pressure. Our seas are under strain, with degraded habitats, diminishing marine life and rising 

pollution, leaving many ecosystems damaged and struggling to recover. Continued inaction, or further 

deregulation, will turn a crisis into a catastrophe. 



The Government now has a rare opportunity not just to halt this decline, but to reverse it and to be 

remembered as the first administration in decades that truly left our country in a better state than it 

found it. 

 

Yours, 

 

Chris Hinchliff MP 
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