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The role of insects — what they do for us?
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harmful chemicals 
and pollution

16.9 thousand tons of pesticides 
are sprayed every year across 
our countryside. That doesn’t 
include what we use in our 
gardens, towns and cities!

97% of our wildflower 
meadows have been lost 
since the 1930s.

94% of the UK’s lowland 
peat bogs have been 
destroyed or damaged.

87% of the world’s 
wetlands are gone…

Chemicals, soils running 
off the land, plastic 
rubbish washing 
downstream… all mean 
that most UK rivers are 
not in a good condition 
and lots of our water 
insects are under threat.

Because we are putting 
insects under pressure, 
they are less able to cope 
with climate change.


